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Greatly Expands Education Support: 
Increases education funding by $234 
billion, including investing $74 billion 
in teachers and K-12 schools 

Supports Education: Maintains Head 
Start and Early Head Start; invests 
in the Child Care Development and 
Block Grant for working families; 
maintains Pell grant through inflation-
indexing

Supports Education: Maintains Head 
Start and expands Early Head Start; 
maintains Pell grant through inflation-
indexing

Slashes Education: Stops inflation ad-
justments to Pell grants, thus eroding 
purchasing power; decreases access 
to aid; eliminates teacher quality and 
student achievement programs; cuts 
funding that benefits millions of low-
income and disabled students

Slashes Education: Stops inflation ad-
justments to Pell grants, thus eroding 
purchasing power; decreases access 
to aid; eliminates teacher quality and 
student achievement programs; cuts 
funding that benefits millions of low-
income and disabled students

No Cuts to Social Security No Cuts to Social Security
Reduces Social Security Cost-of-
Living Increases over Time

No Cuts to Social Security
Reduces Social Security Cost-of-Liv-
ing Increases over Time; Increases 
Eligibility Age to 70

Savings from Medicare Reform: 
$164 billion in Medicare savings from 
drug price negotiation and other 
reforms

Savings from Medicare Reform: 
$265 billion in savings from drug 
price negotiation and other reforms

Savings from Medicare Reform: 
$350+ billion in savings from drug 
price negotiation, higher premiums 
on wealthy beneficiaries, and other 
reforms

Cuts Medicare Deeply: 
$355 billion in Medicare reductions; 
converts Medicare to a voucher pro-
gram that erodes purchasing power; 
raises age eligibility in 2024 

Cuts Medicare Deeply: Converts 
Medicare to a voucher program that 
erodes purchasing power; raises age 
eligibility in 2019

Massive Investments in Infra-
structure: Improves transportation 
infrastructure in a $1 trillion plan for 
job creation

Increases Infrastructure Investments: 
Invests $100 billion on a jobs and 
infrastructure program focusing on the 
worst roads and bridges 

Increases Infrastructure Investments: 
Invests $50 billion on an infrastruc-
ture program, of which $40 billion is 
for urgent “Fix it First” repairs

Cuts Infrastructure Investments: 
Eliminates high-speed rail and 
intercity rail projects while making 
other cuts  

Cuts Infrastructure Investments: 
Reduces funding and eliminates 
regional development projects

Expands Research: Increases scien-
tific research funding by $78 billion

Increases Research Funding: 
Reverses sequestration’s impact on 
scientific R&D; increases NASA and 
energy and efficiency research; funds 
manufacturing innovation centers

Expands Research Funding: In-
creases “nondefense research and 
development (R&D) investment by 
9% above the 2012 levels”; continues 
to invest in clean energy R&D; funds 
manufacturing innovation centers

Cuts Clean Energy and Efficiency 
Research: Substantially cuts back 
spending on energy research

Cuts Scientific Research: Reduces 
National Science Foundation funding; 
eliminates a clean energy and energy 
efficiency research program

Significant Cuts to Defense  Moderate Defense Cuts Mild Defense Cuts Reverses Sequestration Effects Reverses Sequestration Effects

Amends the Affordable Care Act: 
Includes a public health insurance 
option to compete with private insur-
ers throughout the United States, with 
estimated savings of over $100 billion

Funds the Affordable Care Act Funds the Affordable Care Act

Repeals Affordable Care Act: 
Repeals the Affordable Care Act, yet 
counts substantial revenue increases 
stemming from the law by replac-
ing that source of revenue through 
increases from a vague tax code 
overhaul

Repeals Affordable Care Act

Expands Assistance for the Poor: In-
creases funding for assistance to the 
vulnerable by $312 billion, including 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, and the Women, Infants, and 
Children program

Protects Assistance for the Poor: 
Protects funding for food assistance 
for the poor; reverses sequestration’s 
impact on the Women, Infants, and 
Children program, as well as low-
income housing assistance

Protects Assistance for the Poor: 
Supports and restores benefit cuts 
made to the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program and funds the 
Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children; increases for low-income 
housing assistance

Slashes Assistance to the Poor: 
Deep cuts to Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program for the poor and 
turns it into a block grant program in 
2019; $810 billion in Medicaid cuts

Slashes Assistance to the Poor: 
Deep cuts to Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program mirroring Ryan’s; 
combines Medicaid and the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program into a 
block grant program that will lose 
purchasing power over time

Americans’ Views on Spending Versus Federal Budget Plans
Selected Areas of Ten-Year Spending Impacts by Different Budget Plans

For more information, contact Nick Schwellenbach, Senior Fiscal Policy Analyst, 
Center for Effective Government, nschwellenbach@foreffectivegov.org, 202-683-4860

Source of Poll: Pew Research Center

“Would you increase, decrease or 
keep spending the same for...”
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Note: Details from budget plans; a Center on Budget and Policy Priorities comparison of Medicare impacts from the Ryan and Murray budgets; and Murray budget commentary on Ryan budget impacts on education with the Republican Study Committee 
budget assumed to have similar impacts. The budgets use varying baselines to estimate savings, so an exact dollar-to-dollar comparison should not be undertaken using this document. However, broad differences between the plans are clear. 



 

 

 
Obama Breaks With Americans’ Views on Social Security 

Overall, President’s Budget Is More In Line with Polling Results than House Plans 
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